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@@ DOUGLAS COUNTY

COLORADO

Office of the County Manager

TO: Board of County Commissioners
FROM: Doug DeBord

DATE: February 2, 2012

ITEM: Chamber Funding

At the staff meeting on January 31, 2012, Commissioners requested information regarding
current County funding levels of local chambers.

Douglas County supports each of the following chambers annually with $1,000: Parker, Castle
Rock, Castle Pines, Highlands Ranch (for 5+ years) and to Lone Tree and Larkspur (for 3+
years, since they have been in existence). This funding purchases an annual chamber
membership; therefore the money goes into their general fund and is not allocated to specific
projects.

We also fund CREDCO at $20,000 and SEBP at $50,000 with a pending request from NWDC
for $20,000.

~ Douglas County also supports the South Metro Chamber annually with $1,000 (since 2007),
specifically to be a member of the Economic Development Group (EDG). Additional annual
funding in the amount of $10,000 for the South Metro Chamber Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) has been provided for 6+ years. '

kK

The purpose of the South Metro Chamber EDG is "business and community leaders working
together to enhance the economic climate of South Metro Denver....the group is dedicated to
sharing information and taking action on initiatives that most directly affect the economic
infrastructure in our community." The EDG offers demographic information, business listings,
information on legislative efforts, relocation assistance, community profiles and other business-

related information. Their website is http://bestchamber.com/groups-committees/economic-
development-group.html

The South Metro Chamber Small Business Development Center operated by the Chamber.
The SBDC "...offers assistance and support to entrepreneurs in Arapahoe, Douglas, and south
Jefferson counties. We work with small business owners at all stages of business, whether they
have an idea and are considering starting a business, have just started their business, or have been



operating for an extended period of time. Our center provides a number of services and
resources to help entrepreneurs start and run their company, including:

« FREE and confidential, one-on-one consulting with experienced small business
counselors

« Free or low-cost workshops covering a variety of small business topics

« Extended engagement programs to assist existing businesses with business and strategic
planning"

The SBDC website is http://www.smallbusinessdenver.com
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