
Colorado Revised Statutes 2020 

TITLE 1 

ELECTIONS 

 

1-7-105. Watchers at primary elections. (1) Each political party participating in a 

primary election shall be entitled to have a watcher in each precinct in the county. The 

chairperson of the county central committee of each political party shall certify the persons 

selected as watchers on forms provided by the county clerk and recorder and submit the names 

of the persons selected as watchers to the county clerk and recorder. To the extent possible, the 
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chairperson shall submit the names by the close of business on the Friday immediately preceding 

the election. 

(2) In addition, candidates for nomination on the ballot of any political party in a 

primary election shall be entitled to appoint some person to act on their behalf in every precinct 

in which they are a candidate. Each candidate shall certify the persons appointed as watchers on 

forms provided by the county clerk and recorder and submit the names of the persons selected as 

watchers to the county clerk and recorder. To the extent possible, the candidate shall submit the 

names by the close of business on the Friday immediately preceding the election. 

 

Source: L. 92: Entire article R&RE, p. 733, § 9, effective January 1, 1993. L. 2007: 

Entire section amended, p. 1977, § 22, effective August 3. 

Editor's note: This section is similar to former § 1-7-202 as it existed prior to 1992. 

 

1-7-106. Watchers at general and congressional vacancy elections. Each participating 

political party or issue committee whose candidate or issue is on the ballot, and each unaffiliated 

and write-in candidate whose name is on the ballot for a general or congressional vacancy 

election, is entitled to have no more than one watcher at any one time in each voter service and 

polling center in the county and at each place where votes are counted in accordance with this 

article. The chairperson of the county central committee of each major political party, the county 

chairperson or other authorized official of each minor political party, the issue committee, or the 

write-in or unaffiliated candidate shall certify the names of one or more persons selected as 

watchers on forms provided by the county clerk and recorder and submit the names of the 

persons selected as watchers to the county clerk and recorder. To the extent possible, the 

chairperson, authorized official, issue committee, or candidate shall submit the names by the 

close of business on the Friday immediately preceding the election. The watchers shall surrender 

the certificates to the election judges at the time they enter the voter service and polling center 

and are sworn by the judges. This section does not prevent party candidates or county party 

officers from visiting voter service and polling centers or drop-off locations to observe the 

progress of voting. 

 

Source: L. 92: Entire article R&RE, p. 733, § 9, effective January 1, 1993. L. 95: Entire 

section amended, p. 862, § 122, effective July 1. L. 2002: Entire section amended, p. 1633, § 15, 



effective June 7. L. 2007: Entire section amended, p. 1978, § 23, effective August 3. L. 2013: 

Entire section amended, (HB 13-1303), ch. 185, p. 718, § 61, effective May 10. 

Editor's note: This section is similar to former § 1-7-104 as it existed prior to 1992. 

Cross references: In 2013, this section was amended by the "Voter Access and 

Modernized Elections Act". For the short title and the legislative declaration, see sections 1 and 

2 of chapter 185, Session Laws of Colorado 2013. 

 

1-7-107. Watchers at nonpartisan elections. Candidates for office in nonpartisan 

elections, and proponents and opponents of a ballot issue, are each entitled to appoint one person 

to act as a watcher in every polling place in which they are a candidate or in which the issue is 
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on the ballot. The candidates or proponents and opponents shall certify the names of persons so 

appointed to the designated election official on forms provided by the official and submit the 

names of the persons selected as watchers to the county clerk and recorder. To the extent 

possible, the candidate, proponent, or opponent shall submit the names by the close of business 

on the Friday immediately preceding the election. 

 

Source: L. 92: Entire article R&RE, p. 734, § 9, effective January 1, 1993. L. 93: Entire 

section amended, p. 1416, § 65, effective July 1. L. 2007: Entire section amended, p. 1978, § 24, 

effective August 3. 

 

1-7-108. Requirements of watchers. (1) Watchers shall take an oath administered by 

one of the election judges that they are eligible electors, that their name has been submitted to 

the designated election official as a watcher for this election, and that they will not in any 

manner make known to anyone the result of counting votes until the polls have closed. 

(2) Neither candidates nor members of their immediate families by blood, marriage, or 

civil union to the second degree may be poll watchers for that candidate. 

(3) Each watcher shall have the right to maintain a list of eligible electors who have 

voted, to witness and verify each step in the conduct of the election from prior to the opening of 

the polls through the completion of the count and announcement of the results, to challenge 

ineligible electors, and to assist in the correction of discrepancies. 

 

Source: L. 92: Entire article R&RE, p. 734, § 9, effective January 1, 1993. L. 93: (1) 

amended, p. 1417, § 66, effective July 1. L. 2013: (2) amended, (HB 13-1303), ch. 185, p. 719, § 

62, effective May 10. 

Editor's note: This section is similar to former § 1-7-105 as it existed prior to 1992. 

Cross references: In 2013, subsection (2) was amended by the "Voter Access and 

Modernized Elections Act". For the short title and the legislative declaration, see sections 1 and 

2 of chapter 185, Session Laws of Colorado 2013. 

 

 


