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Home Rule County

Goal

 Address Harmful Change in State Policies

* Limit State Regulation of Douglas County

* Obtain the authority granted Home Rule counties
* Provide for the unique local needs of the County
» Codify the County’s identity

*  Create real Local Control
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Home Rule County

Advantages

 Retain all the authority of statutory counties
* Design the County’s government

* Opt out of state regulation

* Increased financial powers

* Increased lawmaking and local regulation

o Unigue laws on matters that are distinct on Douglas
County
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Home Rule County

Nine-Step Process
e Step 7 — Approve Final Draft
* Action — Commission approves final draft and BOCC
forwards final draft
 Step 8 —Second Election
e Action= County-wide election to adopt Charter

o Step 9 — Adopted Charter effective following January 1st
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Home Rule County

Home Rule Authority — Four Sources
1. Explicit statutory authority arises from State statutes
governing Home Rule Counties.

Examples:

e Retain all existing authority and duties
Elect structure of government
Expanded law making

Issuance of debt and tax districts

Local fees and licenses
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Home Rule County

Home Rule Authority — Four Sources
2. Explicit statutory exemptions are State statutes that
exclude home rule counties from state regulation.

Examples:
e State collective bargaining requirements
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Home Rule County

Home Rule Authority — Four Sources

3. Implied exemptions are matters not identified as “state
concern” open to Home Rule County regulation.

4. Discretionary authority is the ability to enact
ordinances covering issues not authorized in state
statutes.

Examples of State Concern:

e TABOR

¢ Regulating public utilities

¢ Regulating ballot measures
¢ _Regulating banking
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Home Rule County

Charter Content
What Douglas Could Do -

e Preserve County Structure

e Preserve Property Rights
o Policy Taxes — Bags / Delivery
o Gun ownership

e .No DEI policies
e No COBCA

Cooperation with ICE

Local Election Laws

Protect and fund law enforcement
Explicitly exclude county from state
regulation

No state minimum wage
Neighborhood parking regulation
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